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Nicholas Hawksmoor, designed the western towers of Westminster
Abbey and Easton Neston House, Northamptonshire, and worked
at Greenwich as well as under Vanbrugh (see later). His London
churches are original and varied; if St. Mary Woolnoth is not
particularly attractive, St. George's, Bloomsbury, is a well-balanced
design and Christ Church, Spitalfieids, of outstanding vigour.

Little church building was done outside London, but earlier
there are such Jacobean or hybrid works as St. John's, Leeds
(1632-3), Croscombe, Somerset (interior fittings) (1616), Warwick
nave (completed 1704), and the church at Compton Wynyates,
Warwickshire (1663), smashed in the siege; while under Archbishop
Laud many churches were repaired and furnished, and communion
rails erected to keep dogs from the sanctuary. To this period
belongs the charming porch of St. Mary's, Oxford, with its twisted
columns,, popularly associated with Inigo Jones (85). In the county
of Durham, under Bishop Cosin's auspices, much Carolean wood-
work was added to a number of churches in a curious but not
unattractive .mixture of Gothic and Renaissance forms; instances
are the towering font cover of Durham Cathedral, the stalls at
Brancepeth and the screen at Sedgefield. The mid century did much
to destroy what remained of mediaeval art after the depredations of
Henry VIII. Iconoclasts, such as the notorious Colonel Purefoy
and the detestable Dowsing, systematically destroyed statuary and
glass in an excess of Puritan zeal which we can only bitterly regret.